
Fellowship Baptist Church, July 20, 2014—PM 

Message: “Forgetting the Past and Facing the Future”---Phil. 3:12-14 

 

INTRODUCTION: The secret to life is to not let the past drag you down but to keep 

looking to the future.  We all have things in the past that we are ashamed of.  We can not 

change them.  We can learn from them and move on.   

 

I.  We have not reached the goal yet.—v. 12 

 A.  We are not yet perfect.—“Not as though I had already attained”  

–Heb. 6:1; II Cor. 7:1 

1.  The goal is to be perfect. 

2.  Living as we should is an ongoing process. 

—Prov. 4:18 (II Peter 1:5-8) II Peter 3:18 

 B.  God has saved us for a purpose.—“apprehended of Christ” 

  1.  Paul’s conversion.—Acts 9 

  2.  God’s message to Ananias.—Acts 9:15-16 

  3.  God’s purpose for us is to be like Christ. 

—Eph. 1:4; 5:8, Matt 5:16, I Peter 2:9 

 

II. How can we reach the goal.—v. 13. 

 A.  Realize we have not reached the goal.—v. 13a. 

 B.  Forget the past.—v. 13b 

  1.  Warnings on not looking back. 

   a. Israel was not to look back.—Ps. 45:10  

   b. Lot’s wife was not to look back—Gen. 19:17. 26. 

   c. Jesus instruction to the disciples.—Luke 9:62 

  2.  The dangers in looking back. 

a. May fine an opportunity to go back.—Heb. 11:15 

   b. Lifted up with pride.—Phil. 3:8 

   c. Cause for discouragement.—I Cor. 15:9-10 

 C.  We press forward.—v.13c 

  1.  The Christian life is not a sprint but a marathon. 

  2.  We are to run in order to obtain.—I Cor. 9:24-27 

  3.  We must lay aside all that would hinder us.—Heb. 12:1-2 

 

III. We must keep our eyes on the goal.—v.14 

 A.  The goal is to share in the glory of Christ. 

—II Thess 2:13-14; I Peter 5:10. II Tim. 4:7-8 

 B.  We must keep our eyes on the goal. 

  1.  We must look unto Jesus. –Heb. 12:1-4 

  2.  Our love must be set on Jesus—Col. 3:1-4 

  3.  Focus on Jesus.—II Cor. 3:18 

 

CONCLUSION:  Our goal is to be like Jesus.  We must forget the past failures and sins.  

They are under the blood of Christ.  Don’t give up.  Keep pressing toward the mark of the 

“high calling of God in Christ Jesus”. 


